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I write to support of the view that the restoration of Walthamstow Dog Track as a viable commercial 

enterprise is both possible and desirable, and would be in the best interests of the people of Walthamstow. 

 

For many visitors and tourists the Dog Track defines E17, and the story of its development is for many the 

story of the changing East End of London. It has entertained not only local residents but brought people and 

investment to the area. It was also one of our major local employers with many jobs that were part time or 

flexible, so suitable for those with family commitments. Its closure in 2007 meant Walthamstow lost an iconic 

piece of local heritage and nearly 500 people lost their livelihoods. 

 

Regeneration should not only be about the physical investment such as transport links or high quality housing 

but also the provision of “places to go, and things to do”. Walthamstow struggles to offer many activities to fit 

this description meaning local residents often leave the area for leisure pursuits. This also means there is a 

lack of inward investment from visitors. Despite the challenging economic conditions of the last eighteen 

months, there has been persistent interest from commercial organisations in restoring the Dog Track. This 

highlights how there is not only a social but an economic case for action and that any such development 

would be highly likely to prosper. Indeed, the site is well suited to such activities, being close to main roads 

and transport hubs yet contained away from nearby residential properties. 

 

I recognise that Waltham Forest is in desperate need of affordable housing and I want to participate in finding 

viable solutions to this challenge for our community. I also know it is difficult to identify other sites locally 

that could provide the opportunity for large-scale leisure facilities. I am hopeful that an acceptable deal for 

the site could be reached which could in turn finance alternative local housing provision.  

 

As a local community activist I fear Walthamstow becoming a “dormitory town”. It is why I have campaigned 

for many years to retain and expand the provision of venues that can offer jobs as well as entertainment for 

local residents. I hope that both the prospective buyers and the current owners of the site, London and 

Quadrant, will commit themselves to negotiations to see if a sale could be achieved for the benefit of our 

local people and ultimately our local economy and community.  
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