
14th June 2011  

For the attention of David Scourfield,  

Waltham Forest Planning.  

Dear Sir,  

I have followed the recent developments regarding the Save Our Stow’s attempts to 

restore greyhound racing to Walthamstow Stadium with great interest. As a local resident 

and senior employee of Walthamstow Stadium Ltd (Racing Manager and official media 

spokesman since 1990) I find it incredulous that London and Quadrant are questioning 

the viability of both a stadium on the site and of greyhound racing in general. Whilst it is 

true that the published accounts in the latter years of operation show a loss this was in 

large part an “engineered” situation caused by the owners desired to deliberately run 

down the business to justify a sale combined with years of gross mismanagement. I will 

illustrate this in the following paragraphs.  

The business was grossly overstaffed as my subsequent employment at other greyhound 

stadia has shown. There was a massive shortfall in the companies’ final salary pension 

scheme which led to huge annual transfers from profits. Minimal marketing took place 

for a business with a turnover in excess of £20 million. There was total disregard for any 

management initiatives designed to promote the business and a refusal to accept huge 

sponsorship opportunities from leading bookmakers. Indeed it was almost a standing joke 

amongst employees that every effort should be made to act in a manner which would 

hasten the closure of the business. One example, I could quote dozens, was the visit to the 

stadium of the Tottenham Hotspur Football team to show off their recent trophy and 

allow fans to have their picture taken with the team. Remember, this Premiership team is 

supported by hundreds of thousands of local residents, a tremendous opportunity to 

market the Stadium. How was it handled? No advertising, no signage, just a queue of 

regulars frantically phoning and texting friends and family to say “get down to the 

stadium Spurs are here!”  

On another occasion I was shown a fax by another member of staff from Victor Chandler, 

a successful businessman and cousin of the stadium owners, which was decrying another 

“cock-up”. It had a memorable sentence …”and furthermore I would not employ you 

even as doormen in my company!” I believe after the stadium closed he sued the stadium 

owners for miss-management in the High Court and won damages.  

It appears that the owners of Walthamstow Stadium pursued a deliberate policy designed 

to “run the stadium down”. There plans almost bore fruit in 2005 when Wimpey PLC 

made an offer to buy the site for housing. However, after having done their “due 

diligence” (something which L&Q appear to have omitted) they withdrew. The desire to 

run the stadium down led to much uncertainty. Leading trainer Jim Reynolds left to join 

Romford stadium taking his large body of owners with him. Several younger and more 

dynamic members of staff left out of a sense of frustration. Most of  



The patrons who stayed delayed the purchase of new greyhounds due to the perceived 

uncertain future. It is surely no co-incidence that the Stadium was finally sold for a figure 

similar to the amount the stadiums pension fund was under-funded. As the main 

beneficiaries of this were the 6 executive directors who controlled the stadium and the 

remaining shareholders were deprived of a share of the sale proceeds I leave you to draw 

your own conclusions. Despite this Walthamstow’s turnover in the last period of 

operation (Jan-July 2008) was still 40% higher than its nearest rivals annual turnover for 

the whole of 2008!  

More generally, addressing the viability of a revamped stadium, I will draw on some facts 

from the larger greyhound environment. After Walthamstow closed I became General 

Manager at Harlow Stadium, a stadium with vastly inferior facilities and quality of 

racing. However despite being in the depths of an economic depression the stadiums 

attendance and turnover rose by 40%p.a.  

There are currently 4 stadia in the process of re-opening or launching from scratch. I have 

prepared viability reports for them in my capacity as a Greyhound Consultant to 

GOBATA (greyhound owners, breeders and trainers association).I estimate a revamped 

Walthamstow Stadium would return a profit 10 times that of these 4 proposed stadia, a 

profit in the order of £1.5 -£2 million p.a.GOBATA are currently launching a new 

venture in greyhound racing, if Walthamstow were to re-open it would be our venue of 

choice-creating a further £200,000p.a. Boost to profit.  

As a director of a greyhound marketing company, Team Promotions, I am in regular 

contact with stadia. We currently have a contract with Crayford Stadium. We were 

approached by Romford Stadium to promote there, but were told they were so busy on 

Fridays and Saturdays that our promotion would have to be on Monday and Wednesday 

evenings as they were operating at near capacity at weekends.Romford’s turnover would 

be approximately 1/3rd of Walthamstow’s in 2008.  

To conclude, it is self evident that a refurbished stadium, effectively managed and 

promoted, would not only be a very profitable business but would bring hundreds of 

much needed jobs for local residents as well as significantly boosting trade for the dozens 

of local ancillary companies who used to supply Walthamstow Stadium. Judged by my 

conversations with literally hundreds of local residents this course of action is, as they 

say,” a no brainer”.  

Yours sincerely  

Chris Page.  

 


